
Tour to North Wales
Monday 2nd – Friday 6th June 2025

Following on from previous successful tours to Moray & Nairn, Northumbria, Cumbria 
and this year’s visit to Northern Ireland, Charles and Gail Guest have carried out 
a recent recce trip to North Wales and found an area with beautiful mountain and 
coastal scenery steeped in history with interesting castles, houses and gardens waiting 
to be visited.

As last year, the tour will again be managed by Connoisseur Travel, the well-established 
travel agency with long experience of arranging specialist small group holidays working 
in association with Glenton Holidays.  Travel throughout will be by private coach 
which will be for our exclusive use throughout the entire trip.  No need, therefore, to 
be worried about missing a train or a flight, just sit back and relax.

We will base ourselves for four nights at the BODELWYDDAN CASTLE HOTEL 
near Abergele.  This 4 star Warner Group hotel with 241 bedrooms is a modern hotel 
built within the walls of a Victorian Gothic Revival style castle.



Our itinerary should include visits to the following subject to final confirmation

PORT MEIRION & PLAS BRANDAW - Built by Sir Clough Williams-Ellis between 1925 
and 1975 on the estuary of the River Dwyryd in beautiful gardens. PORT MEIRION is an 
extraordinary village incorporating a range of buildings of many types based generally on 
a Mediterranean theme.  Clough’s eldest daughter Susan founded the eponymous pottery 
company in 1960 which is now based in Stoke on Trent. PLAS BRANDAW is the nearby 
estate inherited by Williams-Ellis in 1908 and was the base from which he masterminded the 
development of Port Meirion.

PLAS NEWYDD, ISLE OF ANGLESEY - Located on the shore of The Menai Strait with 
views across to the mountains of Snowdonia the house was redesigned by James Wyatt in the 
18th century for the Earl of Uxbridge.  Elevated to 1st Marquess of Angelsey, his son Henry, 
a fearless cavalryman who famously lost a leg at The Battle of Waterloo, was a colourful 
owner as was the 5th Marquess who managed to reach a financial situation which led to the 
trustees selling most of the estate and its contents in 1904 by auction which lasted 40 days!  A 
major feature of the house is the dining room decorated with a mural by Rex Whistler which 
is considered to be his masterpiece.   

BODRHYDDAN HALL, RHUDDLAN - A private house with an outstanding garden at the 
centre of an estate in the ownership of Lord Langford’s family for over 6 centuries and who 
still reside there.  We will have a private tour of what is one of the few privately owned 
stately home in North Wales.  Largely of 17th century design, the house has notable 19th 
century additions and includes an extensive collection of arms, portraits and a 3,000year-old 
Egyptian mummy and sarcophagus!

GWYDIR CASTLE, LLANRWST, CONWY - An example of a fortified Manor House dating 
from around 1500.  In the 15th and 16th centuries the Wynn family of Gwydir dominated 
North Wales from the castle and huge estates.  Since 1994 the castle and gardens have seen a 
programme of restoration by an inspired young couple which brings to life a truly sympathetic 
impression of how a Tudor house would be.  The repatriation in 1998 of the 17th century 
panelling, fireplace and leather frieze purchased by Randolph Hearst in 1921 in the famous 
Gwydir Castle sale is a remarkable tales.

ERDDIG, WREXHAM - The house which dates from 1683 was in the ownership of the 
Yorke family from 1733 until 1973 when the last of the line Philip Yorke gave it to The 
National Trust.  Rather than selling of art objects and parcels of land, the Yorkes held onto 
everything.  It has painstakingly been restored by The Trust since 1973.  One enters the house 
via the servants’ hall and the unusual collection of portraits of the servants dating back to 
1791.  The upper floors are a time travellers view of life in a grand country house.

SNOWDON MOUNTAIN RAILWAY, LLANBERIS - Dating from 1896 the scenic journey is 
a 2.5 hour round trip by the rack and pinion train to the summit of Snowdon.

PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT, TREVOR, WREXHAM - A navigable aqueduct that caries 
the Llangollen Canal across the River Dee.  Designed by Thomas Telford it was opened in 
1805 and is located in a Unesco World Heritage Site.

The tour will include 4 nights with bed and breakfast and ALL dinners at the Bodelwyddan Castle 
Hotel, transport to and from Edinburgh and throughout by private coach to visitor attractions.  
The price per person is expected to be  £1,120 for a double/twin room or £1,290 for single occupancy.  
The final price will be confirmed before booking.  A deposit of £250 per head will be payable when your 
application has been received.

If you would like to join the tour please apply as soon as possible to TRICIA LANCASTER, 
CHAIRMAN@EDFAS.CO.UK or write to MS TRICIA LANCASTER,43A FOUNTAINHALL 
ROAD, EDINBURGH EH9 2LN

If you have any particular queries please telephone CHARLES GUEST 0131 556 3678.
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